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which he reclaimed as a condition of
his release in 1993, are published in
‘‘The Courage To Stand Alone: Letters
From Prison and Other Writings,’’ to
be released today. It is my hope that
these words will continue to echo
throughout the world, and help to
bring freedom and democracy to the
people of China.

Thinking of Mr. Wei, I am reminded
of the words of another man impris-
oned for his uncompromising beliefs.
As he wrote from his cell:

Only one thing has remained: the chance
to prove—to myself, to those around me and
to God—that . . . I stand behind what I do,
that I mean it seriously and that I can take
the consequences.

Today I will meet the writer of those
words, President Vaclav Havel of the
Czech Republic. I am filled with hope
as I think of President Havel’s extraor-
dinary life and his path from political
prisoner to president. I know that Mr.
Wei shares President Havel’s deter-
mination to stand behind his beliefs. It
is my hope that one day he also will be
free to travel to Washington and that
this day will come soon. Mr. Wei’s un-
just imprisonment must end, and I ap-
peal to the Government of China to re-
lease him immediately.
f

CALLING FOR RELEASE OF CHI-
NESE DISSIDENT WEI
JINGSHENG

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, today
marks the publication date of a re-
markable compilation of letters from a
remarkable man, imprisoned Chinese
political dissident Wei Jingsheng. His
book, ‘‘The Courage To Stand Alone:
Letters From Prison and Other
Writings,’’ should be required reading
for anyone who takes for granted the
freedoms enshrined in our Constitution
and Bill of Rights. Wei is currently
serving 14 years for the crime of advo-
cating democracy in a country where
freedom of speech does not extend to
criticism of government authorities.

An electrician by training, Wei lacks
the formal education of some other fa-
mous 20th century champions of de-
mocracy and civil rights—Vaclav
Havel, Andrei Sakharov, or Martin Lu-
ther King—but whatever he may lack
in sophistication, he more than makes
up for with his blunt eloquence.

Just days before the Chinese crack-
down against pro-democracy protesters
in Tiananmen Square, Wei offered
some candid advice for China’s top
leaders from his prison cell, urging
them to ‘‘take great strides to imple-
ment a democratic government as
quickly as possible.’’ A great tragedy
might have been avoided if Beijing’s
gerontocracy had heeded Wei’s call.

Wei was first imprisoned from 1979 to
1993 on charges of ‘‘counter-revolution-
ary propaganda and incitement,’’ the
result of his participation in the De-
mocracy Wall Movement. During this
brief flowering of officially authorized
political dissent in China, Wei had the
nerve to argue that China’s moderniza-

tion goals could not be met without
democratic reform. For this affront, he
was severely punished.

In 1993, on the eve of the Inter-
national Olympic Committee’s decision
about whether to award the 2000 Olym-
pics to Beijing, China briefly released
Wei in an effort to strengthen its
Olympic bid. On April 1, 1994, just days
after meeting with U.S. Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Democracy, Human
Rights, and Labor, John Shattuck, Wei
was detained once more.

He was subsequently sentenced to 14
years for trying to ‘‘overthrow the Chi-
nese Government.’’ The actions cited
as proof of Wei’s ‘‘counter-revolution-
ary’’ intent included publishing arti-
cles critical of the government and
raising funds for the victims of politi-
cal persecution in China.

Wei has spent most of his last 18
years in solitary confinement, endur-
ing a variety of physical and psycho-
logical hardships. He is now widely re-
ported to be in very poor health, suffer-
ing from heart and back ailments that
require urgent medical attention. At-
tention he is currently denied.

Today, I join with my colleagues to
urge the Chinese Government to take
all necessary steps to release Wei
Jingsheng from prison on humani-
tarian grounds. Chinese authorities
should ensure that Wei immediately
receives the medical care he requires.
Wei’s imprisonment comes as a result
of his peaceful advocacy of democracy
and basic human rights. His words war-
rant our admiration, not a death sen-
tence.
f

WEI JINGSHENG
Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, today is

the publication date of a book of prison
letters by Wei Jingsheng, ‘‘The Cour-
age to Stand Alone: Letters From Pris-
on and Other Writings.’’ Wei’s book is
the subject of a May 5 editorial in the
New York Times; I ask unanimous con-
sent that it be printed in the RECORD at
the conclusion of my remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(See exhibit 1.)
Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, Wei is

China’s most prominent dissident. Per-
haps I should say that he is China’s
most prominent dissident in jail. In
any event, there are no active dis-
sidents in China, according to this
year’s State Department human rights
report—they are all in jail, or silent.

Wei became famous for his powerful,
articulate statements during the De-
mocracy Wall movement. After his re-
lease in 1993, he returned his advocacy
of democratic reform. After 6 months,
he was rearrested and held incommuni-
cado for almost 2 years before being
sentenced to another 14-year prison
term in 1996.

Wei shows no concern for himself. His
health is poor, threatened by heart
problems. Yet he continues to stand up
to the Chinese Government, demanding
freedom and democracy for the people
of China.

Wei’s letters reveal courage in the
face of a brutal and immoral regime.
His example is bound to humble any
one who dares take for granted the
freedoms enjoyed by the American peo-
ple.

I hope that, somehow, Wei will learn
of the enormous respect and support he
has from the American people. I urge
Senators to join in calling upon the
Chinese Government to release Wei and
immediately provide him with the
medical treatment he so badly needs.

EXHIBIT 1
[From the New York Times, Monday, May 5,

1997]
LETTERS FROM A CHINESE JAIL—THE BLUNT

DEMANDS OF WEI JINGSHENG

(By Tina Rosenberg)
For nearly 20 years, the Chinese govern-

ment has sought to silence one of the world’s
most important political prisoners, Wei
Jingsheng. Once an electrician in the Beijing
Zoo, Mr. Wei is the strongest voice of China’s
democracy movement. He has spent all but
six months of the last 18 years in prisons and
labor camps, most in solitary confinement in
conditions that would have killed a less
stubborn man long ago and may soon kill
Mr. Wei, who is 46 and very ill.

Now serving a second long sentence, he is
watched around the clock by non-political
criminal prisoners who insure he does not
put pen to paper. But during his first impris-
onment he was permitted to write letters on
certain topics to his family, prison authori-
ties and China’s leaders. Most were never
sent. But they have now been translated and
published. They form a remarkable body of
Chinese political writing.

The book, ‘‘The Courage to Stand Alone,’’
is published by Viking. It shows why the Chi-
nese Government is so afraid of Mr. Wei. His
weapon is simplicity. Unlike other Chinese
activists, Mr. Wei does not worry about tai-
loring his argument to his audience and does
not indulge in the Chinese intellectual tradi-
tion of flattering the powerful. He does not
worry about being seen as pro-Western, or a
traitor to China. He writes as if what is obvi-
ous to him—that China needs democratic
freedoms—should be clear to anyone.

‘‘Dear Li Peng: When you’ve finished read-
ing this letter, please pass it on to Zhao
Ziyang and Deng Xiaoping,’’ begins one typi-
cal letter to three top Chinese leaders. ‘‘I
would like to offer several concrete sugges-
tions.’’ The first suggestion: ‘‘take great
strides to implement a democratic govern-
ment as quickly as possible.’’

He wrote this letter on May 4, 1989, one
month before the massacre in Tiananmen
Square, ordered by Li Peng and Deng
Xiaoping.

Although he was not allowed to write of
his worst mistreatment, his letters describe
his health and request books, a heater, medi-
cine or a hutch to breed rabbits when he is in
a labor camp. The Government expected Mr.
Wei to show he was being ‘‘re-educated.’’ In-
stead, he wrote essays on democratic re-
structuring of the Government.

Mr. Wei has always been uncompromising.
In 1978, Mr. Deng was fighting for control of
the leadership and encouraged reformist
thinking. The activists created a Democracy
Wall along a highway outside Beijing, where
writers put up posters with their thoughts.
Mr. Wei wrote the boldest poster, a tract ar-
guing for real democracy and criticizing Mr.
Deng, who was then revered by the activists.
Mr. Wei then founded an independent maga-
zine. He was arrested in March 1979, given a
show trial and sentenced to 15 years.

He was released six months before complet-
ing his sentence, as part of China’s bid to


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-12T08:04:27-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




